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Welcome Letter from a Fellow Activist 
To you my friends:  

You are the reason Genocide Survivors in all communities still have faith 
in the Human race.  For nearly five years, youôve been speaking on behalf of the 
voiceless women and children who are dying a slow death in and around Darfur.  
Indeed, you are the first movement to try stopping Genocide in its tracks -
because sadly, there was no such movement for Rwanda, or Bosnia, or all the 
Genocides before!  I feel blessed to be counted among you!    

As a movement, weôve come a long way and weôve made a difference.  
But the genocide in Sudan still marches on, therefore we must move even faster.  
But as we pause for a moment to reflect on our movement, letôs also reflect on 
our partners.  If you take a look around you at the anti-genocide movement, youôll 
find that students are at the forefront of it, calling on us to keep the momentum 
we have gathered over the past 5 years, so itôs not lost when UN boots touch 
ground on Darfur.  They want to make sure that next time genocide lifts itself out 
of the dust of our history books and shows its horrendous face in our world, it 
doesnôt take us five years again to get where we are today.  Far too many lives 
have been lost while ïtrue- we built our movement.  We must not waste time 
rebuilding in the future!  Instead, let us join them and form a permanent anti-
genocide constituency that we can pass on to the generations that follow. 

STAND is working to build the anti-genocide generation, to turn the sparks 
of the Darfur movement into the eternal flame of an anti-genocide movement. As 
the adult members of their communities, we must give all we can to support them 
in their efforts, for they will be the ones to pass on this anti-genocide torch to the 
generation that follows them.   Students are already leading us in this movement.  
They have mobilized across the nation and the world to end this genocide; and 
without the sound of their voices, the work of their hands, and the march of their 
feet, we would not be where we are today. We have as much to learn from the 
student activists as we have to give to them, if not more.  

            As the genocide in Darfur enters into its fifth year, I end with a sense of 
urgency: the time to save the people of Darfur has always been now, but now it is 
now or never. A year from now we may not have any Darfuris left to protect ï 
therefore, it is imperative that we pull together all our resources, our strengths, 
and our energy, and work to make this year The Year to End Genocide!  With 
students and communities working side by side, we may not only end the 
genocide in Darfur, but build a movement so powerful it ends genocides now and 
forevermore.  

-Sifa Nsengimana, Co-Chair, Massachusetts Coalition to Save Darfur. 
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STAND: A Student Anti-Genocide Coalition 
Standing Against Genocide Since 2003 

 

Our Mission:  

STAND: A Student Anti-Genocide Coalition and its parent organization, the 

Genocide Intervention Network, share a vision of the world in which the international 

community protects civilians from genocidal violence.  

At its core, our mission is to empower individuals and communities with the tools 

to prevent and stop genocide. Born out of the fight to stop the genocide in Darfur, Sudan, 

STAND is devoted to creating a sustainable student movement that actively fights 

genocide. We seek to unite students around the world in a permanent anti-genocide 

constituency.  

To do so, STAND provides students with organizing materials, information, 

online resources, policy expertise and a network of concerned and active peers. STAND 

aims to enable students to prevent and stop genocide wherever it may occur. 

 

Our Doctrine:  

STAND is based on the principles and practices of the Responsibility to Protect 

doctrine, which delineates the international responsibility to prevent, react to, and rebuild 

from genocide wherever and whenever it occurs.   

 

Our Constituency: 

 STAND is made up of over 700 active student chapters across the United States 

of America and with a growing set of international chapters. These chapters comprise 

thousands of student activists who consider themselves members of the anti-genocide 

generation.  

Our chapters range in skill and experience from brand-new anti-genocide activists 

to those who have led their stateôs divestment campaign ï however all our students either 

have or are being trained to have extensive experience in advocacy, organizing, 

awareness-raising and education, fundraising, media and communications skills, and all 

the skills we need to have a viable anti-genocide constituency. 
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Organizational Structure ï  
How the Student Anti-Genocide Coalition Operates 
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STANDard Operating Procedures 

Working with STAND National and STAND Chapters 
 

 

If you want to find a STAND chapter in your areaé 

 

éContact the Community Outreach Coordinator (communities@standnow.org) 

with the name of your group, basic information about your group (location? size? 

coalition? faith-based group?), which kind of STAND chapters you are looking for 

(college? high school? experienced?), and what you want to work with them on (a 

specific action? a lobby day? becoming a part of your group?) and I will forward it along 

to the appropriate Regional Outreach Coordinator (ROC) or State Outreach Coordinator 

(SOC). The ROC or SOC will forward this information to their chapters so interested 

chapters can contact you. Because we are working with students and minors, we 

unfortunately cannot give out the contact information of chapters without asking their 

permission. 

 

 

If you have questions, thoughts, or suggestions for the National Managing 

Committeeé 

 

 éContact communities@standnow.org with your questions and I will see if I can 

answer the inquiry.   If not. I will forward it along to the appropriate Managing 

Committee member and relay the answer to you as soon as I receive it.  

 

 

If there is a student who wants to start a STAND chapteré 

 

 élet them know it is simple (any student group can form a STAND chapter!). 

Refer them our website at http://standnow.org/chapter/new_chapter  or tell them to e-mail 

our College New Chapter Outreach Coordinator at newchapter@standnow.org or our 

High School New Chapter Outreach Coordinator at newchapters.hs@standnow.org. The 

New Chapter Coordinator will take it from there. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reaching Out: 

mailto:communities@standnow.org
mailto:communities@standnow.org
http://standnow.org/chapter/new_chapter
mailto:newchapter@standnow.org
mailto:newchapters.hs@standnow.org
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Making Student Connections 
1. Contact communities@standnow.org with information about your organization.  

STANDôs National Community Outreach Coordinator will forward your 

information onto chapters in your area 

 

2. Make your meeting and group accessible: if your meeting if somewhere that is 

difficult for students to get access to or at a time it is difficult for them to make, 

youôll have a hard time getting those first students to show up! 

 

3. Make your group known; get the word out that your group is active and student-

friendly through local advertising, outreach, and by registering as a STAND 

Community Partner! 

 

Collaborating: 

Developing Student Leadership 
1. Leave lots of room for involvement, input, and ideas: the more students feel they 

have a voice in the decisions of your organization, the greater their participation 

will be! 

 

2. Be supportive of student initiatives: if a STAND chapter is having their own 

event, having your support will show them youôre serious about partnership. 

 

3. Be purposeful: try and build initiatives and events that emphasize student-

community partnership and faciliate greater participation. 

 

Cementing: 

Maintaining Student Partnerships 
1. Offer students leadership positions: make sure there is room for students to take 

leadership positions when theyôve worked their way there! 

 

2.  Develop a coalition: if your groups have been working well together, try and 

establish a permanent anti-genocide coalition in your area.  

 

3. Avoid turnover troubles: all students eventually stop being students and move on 

in life, so at the end of the spring make sure you know who is leading STAND 

locally next year! 

 

 

 

 

mailto:communities@standnow.org
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STAND Community Partners 

Aligning your Group in the Student Movement 
 

 Our students are searching for reliable partners in the fight against genocide, and 

as Community Outreach Coordinator my job is to connect them to those partners. As a 

way to identify groups that we can refer students to, we have created STAND 

Community Partners: 

 

WHO is a STAND Community Partner? 

 

 A STAND Community Partner is any organization committed to ending genocide 

and willing to work with student activists in the area. A STAND Community Partner 

does not change its identity ï it only supplements its activities with the ability to work 

collaboratively with students in the fight to end genocide. 

 

WHAT does being a STAND Community Partner entail? 

 

 Being a STAND Community Partner plugs you into the student activist 

movement in your area. You will receive increased connections and opportunities for 

student collaboration, as well as resources and support on ways to create and maintain an 

effective student-community collaboration. When local students are looking for a 

community partner for their initiatives, your organization will be on the list we refer them 

to. 

 

 In addition, you can sign up for the STAND Community Partner Bulletin, which 

will keep you updated on the state of student activism in the country and in your area.  

 

 In addition, when opportunities arise like participation in Regional Conferences or 

advocacy initiatives, you will be first on the list of organizations we contact. There may 

also be opportunities for event sharing calendars, etc. which you will be plugged into. 

 

HOW do I become a STAND Community Partner? 

 

 Simple: go to http://www.standnow.org/commOutreachForm and register yourself 

as a STAND Community Partner by filling out the brief survey there ï it will help us 

connect you with students in the most efficient way possible. Afterwards, please contact 

communities@standnow.org with any questions, comments, or requests. 

mailto:communities@standnow.org

