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Enduring Darfur:



The road to today



Map of Sudan

Sudan is the largest 
country in Africa ï

The Sahara desert cuts 
across Sudan, so Sudan 
bridges two worlds:

Northern African Arab, 

And Sub-Saharan Africa.

In the past, before 
Sudan was Sudan, there 
were many different 
kingdoms and tribes ï
some African in root and 
some Arab.

The British and Egyptian 
conquered the region, 
and drew the borders of 
what we know as Sudan.



North and South Sudan 
(Darfur highlighted)

Even before Sudan gained 
its independence from 
Britain, Arab -descended 
North Sudan and African -
descended  South Sudan 
were at war.

The North -South Civil 
War is among the longest 
in Africa if not the worldé

It lasted for roughly 40 
years.

Those years led to the 
deaths of 2 million 
Sudanese and the 
displacement of 4 million 
more.

The conflict was brought 
to a close with the signing 
of the Comprehensive 
Peace Agreement in 2005



Darfurôs many 
ethnic groups

Bridging the two worlds is 
Sudanôs western state of 
Darfur:

Darfur is a diverse mix of 
ethnic groups: 

Some who trace their 
roots back to ancient 
African kingdoms (the 
Fur, Zaghawa, Massalit)

Some who trace their 
roots back to ancient Arab 
nomads (the Rizeigat, the 
Misseriya)

And many, many that are 
mixes of the two

All are Muslim, and 

All managed to live in 
relative peace with each 
other in Darfurôs harsh 
desert environment. 

To download a one-pager on 
Darfurôs ethnic groups, click here



Sudan Liberation Army

Darfur is also the 
poorest state in Sudan ï

It has been neglected, 
abused, underdeveloped,

And all tribes, Arab and 
African alike, suffered 
greatly from this.

-So in 2003, a Darfur 
rebel group called the 
Sudan Liberation Army 
launched an armed 
uprising to gain rights 
back for their state ï

and attacked a 
government base on 
Darfur.



The Janjaweed

The Government of 
Sudan couldnôt afford to 
have another rebellion 
when it was in peace 
talks with the South

It needed a quick, 
blame-free way to end 
the rebellion.

So it went to militias of 
poorer, Arab  tribes, 
called the Janjaweedé

They armed them, 
trained them, and told 
them to wipe out the 
ethnic groups the rebels 
were from:

The Fur, the Zaghawa, 
and the Massalit



A burning Darfur village.

And so the genocide 
begané

The destruction was 
systematic:

The Sudanese Army would  
carpet-bomb  a village in 
the morning,

Then the Janjaweed would 
ride in on horseback,

And murder the men.

And rape  the women.

And torch every last hut.

And chase the survivors 
into the harsh desert.

And then repeat.



Google Earth map of destroyed 
villages in Darfur

Until:

Thousands of villages had 
been destroyed,

Over 400,000 civilians 
had been killed,

Over 2.5 million civilians 
had been displaced,

And countless lives had 
been ruined by the rape, 
loss, hunger, disease  that 
followed the violence.


