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The Honorable (full name)

(Room #) (Name) Senate/House Office Building

United States Senate/House of Representatives

Washington, DC 20510-Senate, 20515-House of Representatives

Dear Senator/Representative Insert Member of Congress' name here,
In July 2004, the United States Congress declared that genocide was occurring in the Darfur region of Sudan. Today, more than four years later, the atrocities continue. Upwards of 400,000 individuals have been killed, and millions have been displaced from their homes. In Burma, the military regime has been launching major counter-insurgency campaigns that have led to widespread mass atrocities against civilians of ethnic minorities, with more than 650,000 people displaced.
This year, STAND, the student-led division of the Genocide Intervention Network, is taking action to the next level to make a tangible difference in the lives of civilians in Darfur and Burma. STAND is proud to announce an international STANDFast on December 3, 2008. STANDFast is a fundraiser during which participants pledge to forgo one luxury item, and instead, make a donation to protect civilians in Darfur and Burma. Hundreds of STAND chapters across the United States, Europe, Asia, and Africa will participate in this event.

This year, our chapter at chapter location will be Describe your chapter and community's STANDFast plans. The funds raised through STANDFast go towards the Genocide Intervention Network’s (GI-NET) unique Civilian Protection Program, which provides funding for firewood patrols to improve the security of displaced women in Darfur, and in Burma, through working to build a civilian radio network that will enable villages to send and receive warnings of attacks. For more information on these programs, please see the attached information.
STAND invites you to join us in STANDFast. Your endorsement of this worldwide event will help us raise the funds we need to keep civilians safe in Darfur and Burma while pursuing the long-term political solutions needed to end the conflicts. In fasting for Darfur and Burma, we ask you to consider:

1. Joining students at more than 700 universities and high schools around the world in fasting for the people of Darfur and Burma.

2. Allowing STAND to include your name on STANDFast promotional materials.
In the past three years, STANDFast has raised over $500,000 for civilian protection in Darfur. Notable fasters from previous years include Nobel Peace Prize winner Jody Williams, New York Times Columnist Nick Kristof, actress and activist Mia Farrow, Pulitzer Prize winning author Samantha Power, renowned Sudan scholar Eric Reeves, and West Wing stars Bradley Whitford and Melissa Fitzgerald.    
Please join STAND in ensuring that the people of Darfur and Burma are protected from harm.
If you would like to participate in STANDFast, or have any further questions, please contact Lindsey Woolf, STANDFast Coordinator, at 832-453-1595 or lwoolf@standnow.org or your chapter contact info.

Sincerely, Your chapter contact info here
