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Dear [Call or e-mail the business beforehand to know who to address the letter to, and what their policy on sponsorships is]
In July 2004, the United States Congress declared that genocide was occurring in the Darfur region of Sudan. Today, more than five years later, the atrocities continue.  Upwards of 400,000 individuals have been killed, and millions have been displaced from their homes.  In Burma, the military regime has been launching major counter-insurgency campaigns for the past 40 years, resulting in widespread mass atrocities against civilians of ethnic minorities and displacement of more than 650,000 people.
This year, STAND, the student-led division of the Genocide Intervention Network (GI-NET), is taking activism to the next level to make a tangible difference in the lives of civilians in Darfur and Burma.  On December 3rd, we will host our third annual STANDFast, now an international event, where participants fast from one luxury item for the day and donate the money that they would have spent on those items to GI-NET’s Civilian Protection Program.  The Civilian Protection Program funds projects that protect individuals from physical harm during conflict.  In Darfur, GI-NET is working to improve women’s safety by strengthening firewood patrols and services that decrease the risk of rape when they leave the camps.  In eastern Burma, they are developing a civilian radio network to help villagers receive early warning of attack by the Burmese military.  For more information about GI-NET’s Civilian protection work, please visit www.genocideintervention.net/protection. 

STAND invites you to join us in STANDFast.  Over the past three years, STANDFast has raised more than $500,000 dollars for the Civilian Protection Program in Darfur.  Your participation in this worldwide event will help us raise even more and will make a direct impact on the lives of civilians.

Include how you want the business to participate here.  Maybe they can help by matching your donations or by donating supplies to your event-it’s your choice!  Another good option is to ask them to put a jar in their business to collect money on STANDFast. If they are a restaurant, you might ask them to donate a percentage of their profits to STANDFast on designated nights. 
Previous participants in STANDFast include New York Times columnist Nick Kristof, actor Bradley Whitford, author Samantha Power, Olympic gold medalist Joey Cheek, Special Envoy to Darfur Andrew Natsios, actor Don Cheadle, and Archbishop Desmond Tutu. Please join them and us in ensuring that civilians in Darfur and Burma are protected from harm.  

If you would like to participate in STANDFast, or have any further questions, please contact Your Info Here
Best,

Your Chapter info here

