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Dear Friend,

In July 2004, the United States Congress declared that genocide was occurring in the Darfur region of Sudan.  More than four years later, the atrocities continue. Recently, the Government of Sudan renewed its bombings of Darfur’s villages, displacing thousands more civilians. In Burma, the military junta continues to attack Karen villages in the East. As the violence against innocent civilians continues, the international community does nothing.

This December, student activists all over the globe are taking civilian protection into their own hands.  On December 3, 2008, STAND, the student-led division of the Genocide Intervention Network, will host STANDFast.  STANDFast is a fundraiser in which, for one day, participants fast from one luxury item, like a cup of coffee or a candy bar.  Students will use the money they would have spent on that item to protect civilians in Darfur and Burma. STAND chapters across the United States, Europe, Asia, and Africa will participate in this event. 

Include information about your chapter’s event here.

All funds raised in STANDFast go to the Genocide Intervention Network’s groundbreaking Civilian Protection Program, which funds unique protection projects on the ground in Darfur and Burma. For more information on the program, the only one of its kind, please visit INSERT STANDFAST CIVPRO PAGE

STAND invites you to join us in STANDFast. 

We invite you to consider:

1. Joining students at over 800 universities and high schools around the country in fasting from a luxury item and donating the cost to protect the people in Darfur and Burma.

2. Allowing STAND to include your name on STANDFast promotional materials, including maintaining contact with STAND to determine the best way to publicly promote your fast.

In the past three years,STANDFast has raised over $500,000 dollars for the Civilian Protection Program in Darfur.  Prominent fasters joining STAND in DarfurFast include Pulitzer Prize-winning author Samantha Power, New York Times journalist Nicholas Kristof, Nobel Peace Prize Winner Jody Williams, and former West Wing actors Bradley Whitford and Melissa Fitzgerald. This year, with your help, we hope to expand our efforts.

Please join STAND in making this the year to end genocide, in part by ensuring that innocent civilians in Darfur and Burma are protected from harm. 
If you would like to participate in STANDFast, or have any questions, please contact STANDFast Coordinator Lindsey Woolf at lwoolf@standnow.org or your contact information here.

Best,

your contact information here.
