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STANDFast Sample Fundraising Letter

Dear Aunt Gayle,  

As I write, genocide rages in Darfur, Sudan and the military army in Burma continues to carry out brutal attacks on its own civilians.  These horrific atrocities occur despite widespread recognition by the United States and the international community.  You and I have the power to demand action to protect civilians from genocide, and I am writing to personally ask for your help. 
As you may know, I am a member of STAND, a student anti-genocide coalition that empowers student leaders with the tools and resources to stop and prevent genocide.  We are the student-led division of the Genocide Intervention Network, which builds political will for policies that help end genocide and raises funds for programs that protect civilians in conflict. 

On December 3rd, students around the world will ask their peers, families, and communities to join them for STANDFast – an event that asks participants to fast from one luxury item for the day and donate the money to protecting civilians in Darfur and Burma. Even though the international community has been slow to protect civilians in Darfur and Burma, students can and will take matters into their own hands.

By donating to GI-NET’s Civilian Protection Program through STANDFast, you can make a tangible impact in the lives of civilians by helping protect those targeted in Darfur and Burma.  In Darfur, you can help improve women’s safety by strengthening firewood patrols and services that decrease the risk of rape when they leave the camps. In eastern Burma, you can help us implement a civilian radio network that will enable villagers receive early warning of attack by the Burmese military.  Your gift, large or small, can make a big impact!  

In Burma:

· $500 provides a radio to an entire Burmese village to help them receive warnings of imminent attack by the Burmese military

· $27 helps one household in eastern Burma access the civilian radio network

In Darfur: 

· $350 provides a donkey cart to a camp to help Darfuri women increase the amount of firewood they can collect on African Union assisted patrols (so they do not need to leave the camp to collect firewood unattended)

· $7 provides a donkey cart and a donkey to one Darfuri woman for a week

I ask you to join me in taking a STAND against genocide and mass atrocities. Your donation will help protect the civilians of Darfur and Burma who are not receiving the protection they need from the international community.  We can and must do more. 

Thank you for considering this request.  I will call you in the next week to follow up.  Please contact me by phone [your phone] or email [your email] if you have any questions about STANDFast or our anti-genocide advocacy work. 

Sincerely, 

Your Favorite STAND Student

Checks can be made out to my University STAND Chapter at:

University STAND Chapter

123 A Street

Your City, Your State ZIP

