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GW students save lives with small donations

Campus-wide effort part of national fundraiser to protect civilians in Darfur, Burma

WASHINGTON – What does it take to save a life?


Members of GW STAND are showing this week that small donations can save lives in Darfur and Burma with STANDFast.


All week, STAND activists will ask GW students to fast fro one luxury item and donate the money to the Genocide Intervention Network’s groundbreaking civilian protection program which funds unique projects that protect civilians in Darfur, Sudan, and Eastern Burma.


“It’s simple and it’s easy,” said STAND President Stephanie Figgins, a sophomore. “It only takes a few dollars to protect women from rape in Darfur and ethnic targeting in Burma.


Project experts at the Genocide Intervention Network estimate that it takes less than three dollars to protect a woman in Darfur.


To raise even more money, GW STAND will be hosting many events on capus this week, culminating in an A Capella concert in Betts Theater, featuring the popular campus groups The Sirens, the Sons of Pitch, and the Vibes.  See below for a full list of STANDFast events. Similar events are occurring across the globe as hundreds of STAND chapters participate in STANDFast.


“Working in solidarity with STAND chapters all over the world, we can take huge steps to make a positive impact in these conflicts,” said Kaden Trifilio, GW STAND’s Communications Coordinator.


Trifilio said that this kind of fundraising is unique, because similar efforts pay little attention to protection, instead focusing on providing resources like food and medical supplies.


“That kind of humanitarian aid is desperately needed, but the lack of attention being paid to direct protection, the most important need in Darfur and Burma, is terrifying”, Trifilio said. 
In Darfur, women in Internally Displaced Persons’ camps have to travel increasingly long distances to collect firewood for cooking, risking rape.  Civilian protection has aimed at keeping the women from leaving the camps and protecting them when they have no choice; projects have taken the form of firewood patrols, income-generating projects, and the purchase of cooking equipment.  

In Burma, the military junta travels from village to village attacking civilians.  Without means to communicate with each other, villagers often have no warning before the junta arrives.  The new protection project in Burma will provide radios to villages so that they can be alerted to the junta’s movements.  
