Dear Assistant Secretary for African Affairs Carson,

We, the undersigned, request that you give your most urgent attention to those suffering in Sudan as we write and as you read. We often read that genocide has raged in Darfur since 2003, but we must also see the larger picture. The climate in Sudan is growing ever more dangerous for all of its civilians: over 2,000 South Sudanese people have been killed by militia violence fueled directly by Khartoum in 2009’s lead-up to the April 2010 elections; the 3 million people who have been displaced by genocide in Darfur are being placed at even greater risk as the brutality of suppression of dissent across the country is on the rise; and as the central (oil-rich) region of Sudan is being fought over, all parties are admittedly preparing for war, fed by an increase in illegal arms dealings. When war in Sudan involves the current regime of NCP President Omar al-Bashir, it tends to be genocidal, as it was in the Nuba Mountains and South Kordofan in the early 1990s; Darfur in 2003-present; and – if we do not act NOW – central, southern, eastern, and western Sudan in the very near future. 

Currently, brutal attacks on dissent in civil society are dramatically increasing:

-  there is a widespread lack of accreditation within the National Election             Commission; 

· there have been no real efforts to register people to vote in South Sudan, so much so that it is estimated that less than 10% of eligible voters in the South will be registered to do so; 

·  the National Security and Intelligence Service (NSIS) has the power to arbitrarily arrest and detain civilians, which creates an increasingly dangerous climate for political dissent; and

· the National Congress Party has given no indication that it will use the ​​​​​​ $70 million of US funding  for political process support for elections to actually create a credible election process: indeed, all evidence is to the extreme contrary.

Therefore, we submit that it is crucial for the United States to immediately:

· withdraw financial assistance for the April 2010 elections until such time as a credible election becomes possible in Sudan;

· publicly call for Sudan to halt its current policies of suppression and increasing violence surrounding the ‘elections’; 

· actively engage the multilateral support of other countries, such as China, Egypt, Norway, France, and the UK; and

· in the event that elections do proceed as scheduled, the United States must only recognize the apparent victor if election credibility has been proven.

The United States has no business funding elections that will only serve to falsely “legitimize” the current regime and cement the path towards an increase in genocidal policies across the country as the 2011 South Sudan referendum approaches. 

Mr. Carson, you can play an instrumental role in the improvement of the condition of civilians by encouraging Secretary of State Clinton to engage in the above-suggested actions. In this way, you will ensure that you, at least, have done your best to prevent future civil war and genocide in Sudan.

We thank you so much for your time and commitment to humanity.

Sincerely,

The Concerned Human Beings Named Below
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