Schy: Staples Rally Reflections 

On Sunday, April 27, we the students of STAND, came together and rallied on the Boston Commons calling for a Staples executive to sign a statement of concern regarding its role as a corporate sponsor of China for the 2008 Olympics. 

 STAND, a student anti-genocide coalition, is currently working to end the genocide in Darfur and feels the best way to approach this is through corporate sponsors of the Olympics to pressure China into stopping giving arms and purchasing oil from Sudan.

 To be entirely honest, until today, I hadn’t ever taken part in real student activism, but with a couple months at home to do something and a cause I cared dearly about — the genocide in Darfur — I decided to throw my energies into the student organization STAND: a Student Anti-Genocide Coalition. 

 The rally this past Sunday was just one of many events STAND has put on over the years including the State Radio benefit concert, organized by the Newton South chapter of STAND, that raised more than $20,000 for refugees in Darfur. 

But, as I said before, for me this was my first event. I truly did not know what to expect.  I thought that the lack of participants would be embarrassing; I thought the rally was somewhat pointless because we knew that the Staples executive was not coming.  I even started writing this column in a dejected pitiful tone.  I thought it would be a rather pathetic affair.

I had never been to student rally before.

I felt, uplifted, inspired, empowered that I was doing something. I felt proud to be wearing my “Genocide Olympics?” shirt, locking arms with my fellow members. I felt a part of something. I suddenly became We.

We are students, and yes it wasn’t the best turn out, but it didn’t matter. We stood on the green shouting, making our voices heard about the injustice going on in Sudan.We informed bystanders, people who previously had no idea about our cause. We made change on Sunday, albeit small, and we made a difference. And even though our bigger goal of getting Staples execs to come was not achieved, that’s not the point.  Darfur, the genocide, would not be a cause if Staples execs just showed up to our rally, if corporations pressured China, if China stopped sending arms. The genocide would end and we’d have nothing to fight for. 

So we will continue the fight.  Continue the fight because, mothers, fathers and children are still being slaughtered every day.  We will continue the fight through the summer up to the Olympics because now is a time of opportunity.  The Olympics could be China’s Achilles heel. And if we fail this summer, we will take the fight to the presidential elections in November and 2009 if we have to. And if we fail there, we will keep fighting, fighting until we end this genocide —because we have to.

Jared Schy is a 2007 graduate of Newton South High School.
