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Thousands of students demand that Bush remember Sudan on trip to Africa 
Before President begins week-long trip, activists outline steps he must take to end genocide

WASHINGTON - As President Bush prepares to leave Friday for his trip to the African continent, students all over the country are blasting the White House phones with an urgent reminder: don't forget Sudan.
 
College and high school students demand that the President takes the necessary steps to end the genocide occurring in Darfur, Sudan.  Last week's resurgence of government attacks against civilians in West Darfur should serve as a terrifying wake-up call that the President has not exhausted all options with Sudan, student activists say.
 
In a presentation at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace last week, National Security Adviser Stephen Hadley previewed the trip, which will be the second of Bush's tenure.  During the trip, the President will tour Benin, Tanzania, Ghana and Liberia, attempting to demonstrate the United States' commitment to the people of Africa.
 
"Real commitment to the African people can only be demonstrated by a strong and unrelenting policy against genocide," said Scott Warren, Student Director of STAND: A Student Anti-Genocide Coalition, which comprises over 800 active chapters nationwide.  "So far the President's anti-genocide policies have been strong in rhetoric, but weak in action.  There is more the President can do for Sudan; he has not yet exhausted all options."
 
STAND announced the policy steps that the President must take this week to end the atrocities in Sudan.  According to the group, which is the student division of the Genocide Intervention Network, President Bush must 1) Stick to his promises, which include pushing for multilateral sanctions at the UN Security Council; 2) Enforce the drastically under-equipped and undermanned joint African Union-United Nations peacekeeping force (UNAMID) currently on the ground in Sudan through logistical and financial support; 3) Apply an all-Sudan solution that includes the full implementation of hte 2005 Comprehensive Peace Agreement between North and South Sudan, which President Bush Successfully brokered and 4) Lobby China, urging the powerful nation to use to use its influence as Sudan's largest trading partner and arms-provider to pressure the genocidal government.  These asks form the framework of STAND's new Executive Legacy Campaign, which will lobby the President to ensure Sudan becomes a positive legacy in his last year in office.
 
"The President must commit himself and his administration's foreign policy officials to pursuing these steps.  He has one year left in office, and it is time to think about what his legacy on genocide will be," said Warren, a junior at Brown University in Providence, RI.
 
While in Africa, students insist that Bush engage, and urge other countries to engage in, high-level diplomacy with the Government of Sudan, led by Omar al-Bashir.  Diplomatic pressure on the government must remain constant.
 
"It's essential that the President keep Sudan high on his list of priorities while in Africa," said Warren, "but the real test on his commitment to stopping genocide will be when he returns to the White House."
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