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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                              Contact: Allyn Brooks-LaSure (Save Darfur), 202-478-6174

February 13, 2008                                                     Jonathan Freedman (Dream for Darfur),
                                                                                                   Nanda Chitre (ENOUGH),
                                                                                                             Sam Bell (GI-Net),
                                                                                                     Sean Redding (STAND)
 
DARFUR ACTIVISTS RELEASE ADS, OUTLINE FOUR STEPS CHINA MUST TAKE TO END DARFUR CRISIS
Groups: Given the unparalleled influence China has to affect Sudan's behavior, we will hold China to a 'results-based' test.  
 
WASHINGTON – Today, leading Darfur advocacy organizations released a statement outlining the four essential actions China should take, beyond private pressure on Sudan, to help end the genocide in Darfur. 
 
The Save Darfur Coalition, ENOUGH Project, STAND: A Student Anti-Genocide Coalition, Genocide Intervention Network and Dream for Darfur released a joint position paper, a show of solidarity among advocates about the necessary and essential steps China needs to take to end the growing public outcry over China's hosting of the Olympics Games while underwriting a genocide in Darfur. 
 
Darfur activists will also release this week its latest phase of international print advertising pressuring China on Darfur. The ad, running in leading European, Asian, African and U.S. publications, says "The games China is hosting in Beijing can't hide those it's playing in Darfur." A copy of the advertisement is available at http://www.savedarfur.org/olympic_ad. 
 
Joint Statement on China and Darfur
 
All nations share in the responsibility to do all they can to help bring an end to the genocide in Darfur, and, after five years of conflict, to help bring peace and security to the people of Sudan.  China, though, has a special obligation to respond.  China also, more than any other government except Khartoum itself, has the ability to help bring peace and security to the people of Sudan.
 
China's responsibility and leverage stem from its intricate economic, military, and diplomatic relationship with Sudan.  China is Sudan's largest trade partner, major military provider, and consistent defender of Sudan's interests in the United Nations.
 
This responsibility and leverage also stems from its influence in the world, especially this year.  As a permanent member of the UN Security Council, and as acting President when the UNAMID peacekeeping approach was adopted (for which China took much credit), China is uniquely positioned to see that the role of the UN is effective.  And as host of the Olympics this year, and thus temporary custodian of the universal values the Olympics represent, such as peace and cooperation, China has a special duty to ensure that the actions it takes worldwide are consistent with those values.
 
China did take some helpful actions last year, appointing a special envoy to Sudan, providing military engineers in Darfur, helping with the passage of UNAMID.  Yet, at the same time, China's ties to Khartoum grew closer than ever last year, with a doubling in trade just one example.  
 
Of greatest importance, China's modest helpful steps have not improved conditions on the ground in Darfur.  In fact, the humanitarian and security situation has deteriorated dramatically in recent months, and Sudan has obstructed the deployment of UNAMID to such a degree that it is now entirely unclear whether it can ever be successful.  Beyond that, China has been silent while Khartoum has resisted implementing key provisions of the North-South peace agreement, provided support to the Ugandan rebel Lord's Resistance Army, and contributed to the recent attempt to overthrow the Chadian government by arming and supporting Chadian rebels.
 
The time for patience with Khartoum is long past gone.  Ongoing violence in Sudan and the region, and the fate of millions of displaced Darfurians, demand otherwise.  
 
In particular, given the unparalleled influence China has to affect Sudan's behavior, we will hold China to a "results-based" test.  China should use all the influence at its disposal to press the Sudanese government to a) permit the swift, full and effective deployment of UNAMID; b) implement the North-South peace deal and participate constructively in the Darfur peace process; and c) allow the unfettered delivery of humanitarian aid in Darfur and Eastern Chad.  China will only pass this test once Sudan has acted accordingly in all three areas.
 
To move Sudan, behind-the-scenes pressure by China is appropriate, and is consistent with how the Chinese government prefers to operate.  But in addition to private pressure, these other steps should also be taken by China to change the approach of Khartoum and move towards peace and security in Darfur.  China should:
 
1.                              Immediately provide half of the transport helicopters that UNAMID requires, with support from Europe and the United States for maintenance and contracting arrangements.
 
2.                              Support punitive measures, such as UN Security Council targeted sanctions, against Khartoum officials, until peace and security for Darfur is achieved.  UN targeted sanctions should be imposed immediately against government, rebel, or militia officials who are responsible for undermining UNAMID's deployment, the North-South peace deal, or regional stability, such as attempting to overthrow the government in neighboring Chad.
 
3.                              Verifiably suspend all military cooperation with the Khartoum regime, including weapons transfers, until peace and security for Darfur is achieved.
 
4. Work with the United States, France, and the United Kingdom in a quartet supporting UN and African Union initiatives in Darfur, Southern Sudan, and Chad.  This cooperative work on the peace process needs to be comprehensive.  The problems of Darfur, Southern Sudan, and Chad are intertwined, so unless peace is advanced on all of these fronts it will be unlikely to be achieved on any of these fronts.

###
About the Save Darfur Coalition – The Save Darfur Coalition raises public awareness about the ongoing genocide in Darfur and mobilizes a unified response to the atrocities that threaten the lives of people throughout the Darfur region. It is an alliance of more than 180 faith-based, advocacy and human rights organizations. The coalition's member organizations represent 130 million people of all ages, races, religions and political affiliations united together to help the people of Darfur. For more information on the coalition, please visit www.SaveDarfur.org. To obtain footage from the Darfur border region, coalition events, various interviews, and more, please visit the Save Darfur Coalition media gallery at http://media.savedarfur.org. All footage may be previewed in non-broadcast quality and may be purchased in broadcast quality by filling out the purchase request form provided on the site.
 
About Dream for Darfur – Olympic Dream for Darfur is a global advocacy campaign. Our goal is to secure protection for civilians in Darfur. Our strategy is to use the 2008 Olympics to focus attention on the special relationship between Sudan and China. China, host of the next Olympics, is uniquely positioned to exert real and consequential influence to help resolve the crisis in Darfur. For more information, please visit www.dreamfordarfur.org
 
About the Genocide Intervention Network – The Genocide Intervention Network is working to build the first permanent anti-genocide constituency in the United States, mobilizing the political will to stop genocide when it occurs. Accessible online at www.GenocideIntervention.net, GI-Net empowers individuals with tools to stop genocide through education, fundraising for civilian protection and advocacy efforts.
 
About the ENOUGH Project – ENOUGH is a project of the Center for American Progress to end genocide and crimes against humanity. With an initial focus on the crises in Darfur, Chad, eastern Congo, and northern Uganda, ENOUGH's strategy papers and briefings provide sharp field analysis and targeted policy recommendations based on a "3P" crisis response strategy: promoting durable peace, providing civilian protection, and punishing perpetrators of atrocities. ENOUGH works with concerned citizens, advocates, and policy makers to prevent, mitigate, and resolve these crises. To learn more about ENOUGH and what you can do to help, go to www.enoughproject.org.
 
About STAND – STAND: A Student Anti-Genocide Coalition ( www.standnow.org) comprises more than 700 high school and college chapters throughout the U.S. and internationally.  STAND mobilizes students to take action to prevent genocide by educating, advocating and fundraising for civilian protection.  STAND is the student division of the Genocide Intervention Network. 
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