Dear President Obama, 

I am writing to you on the 100th day of your presidency to ask you to take further action to end the genocide in Darfur. As a member of the Wellesley College chapter of STAND, the student division of Genocide Intervention Network, since Day 1 of your presidency I have been pushing you and your administration to take substantial action to address the increasingly dire crisis in Sudan. 

As you know, Sudan’s President Omar al-Bashir has recently expelled essential humanitarian aid groups from Darfur after the ICC issued a warrant for his arrest. This puts millions of displaced civilian lives at further risk. Urgent action is needed from the international community to ensure that Darfuris get the aid they need. 

I urge you to carry out the promises that you, Secretary Clinton, and Vice-President Biden made about Darfur during your presidential campaigns. All three of you, as well as UN Ambassador Susan Rice, have been tremendous advocates for Darfur. However, you have not taken enough action in your presidency thus far. 

This semester, my STAND chapter has held X call-in campaigns, generating Y calls to the State Department and Congress. I have personally called all three of my members of Congress on this issue on Z occasions, and written letters to them as well. My chapter has also held awareness events on campus and plans to participate in a rally on May 3 in Boston with chapters from across the Northeast. 

Your administration has made some important progress on this issue. I applaud your appointment of special envoy General Scott Gration, and was heartened to hear that you invited key Darfur advocates for a meeting at the White House. However, you must keep your promises by showing real leadership on Sudan, as do your colleagues Secretary Clinton, Vice-President Biden, and Ambassador Rice. 

As millions of lives hang in the balance, you must do all that you can to ensure that the aid needed by displaced Darfuris is allowed back into the region. You must finish the Sudan policy review soon, so that your administration can move forward with a clear and comprehensive framework for Sudan policy. You need to bring other countries, especially European countries, into the forefront so the US is not the sole champion internationally Darfur.

STAND and the anti-genocide movement celebrate the steps that you have taken, and urge further substantial action.

Sincerely, 

Maggie Tiernan

