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Sample Basic Solicitation Script- Asking for Money for NSC
You: Hard working and enthusiastic STAND Activist

Target: Your friend’s dad, Steve Jobs

You: Hi Mr. Jobs, you probably know that I’ve been really involved with student activism to stop and prevent genocide.  You might remember the lecture my STAND group hosted last year to raise awareness and support for important anti-genocide legislation.  

Mr. Jobs: Yes, I do remember you telling me about your STAND chapter. 

You: Well, our campus STAND group is actually one of over 1,000 student chapters around the world!  This fall, we are having a national student conference in Washington D.C. to bring together activists from around the United States.  

Mr. Jobs: Oh really?  What kind of conference is this?

You: Over 400 STAND activists will be there to meet with leading human rights and anti-genocide activists and learn more about ongoing conflicts and policies that can improve and prevent genocidal situations.  We are also going to learn new ideas for advocacy and community organizing so we can keep building American political will to stop genocide.

Mr. Jobs: That sounds like a very interesting conference. 

You: It will be a great conference!  My STAND group is raising funds to send myself and three other representatives to the conference this year. In order to get there, we need to raise $500 each for airfare and housing, and we’re reaching out to our friends and family for help. I know you’ve been interested in and supported XYZ
 over the past few years, and we would love your support for STAND. Do you think you could help us reach our goal by making a $500
 contribution? 
[PAUSE]

Mr. Jobs: Absolutely, I think this is a great cause and I know you’ll do great things with it!  Who do I make the check out to?

After you make “the ask”, take a deep breath and pause.  Give them time to think over your request.  

Responding to Questions or Concerns

· When someone raises an objection, criticism or question about STAND, it means they’re engaged and interested. Use it as an opportunity to share your knowledge and excitement with them. 
· If they say they can’t help, don’t take it personally! They are responding to your request for support – they are not criticizing you. 

· Listen to their comments and questions, and respond accordingly. Respect all questions! You’re asking them to be a part of STAND, so you should expect them to exercise their due diligence in making their decision. 

· There are lots of reasons that may keep them from supporting your fundraiser.  Say “thank you” and ask if they have suggestions for other people who might be interested in helping

· Always, always, always send a thank you letter, no matter what the response! And after the conference, be sure to follow up with them about what you learned and how their gift made a difference. They will really appreciate hearing from you and about your experience.

Some Common Questions

“I want to help, but I can only give $X (less than what you asked for).”

Response: Thank you so much for that commitment, I really appreciate your support, and every gift makes a difference!

“It seems like everyone out there is asking for money. You’re the 10th person to come to me this month!” 

Response: “I know how many requests you must get, but I would not be coming to you if I didn’t feel so strongly about how important this conference is, and what a difference it will make.” Continue to explain why STAND is such a worthy cause 
� Always be familiar with what their other interests are and try to link them if possible to your request.


� You might also want to think about asking various people for different amounts, so just make sure you have an idea in mind when making the ask.





